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English

Math

Science

MEAP  2007–08

	 64.7	 66.7	 82.4

Mission/Vision: The vision of the James E. Vernor Elementary School 

is that all adults must work together to ensure that all students master the 

academics and develop the positive social interactive skills that will carry 

them through their lives. Vernor staff has been trained in the Comer 

philosophy that “all decisions are made in the best interests of children.”

About Vernor Elementary
Vernor has lost staff in recent years due to shrinking enrollment, but continues  

to provide quality education on Detroit’s northwest side. The Comer philosophy 

to develop the whole child is in place. Community partners include Hartford 

Memorial Baptist Church, Sinai-Grace Hospital, General Motors and U-D Jesuit 

High. AYP has been achieved in reading since 2002.

More information
Vernor is proud of its violin students who have been featured on the CBS Early 

Show. After-school and enrichment programs include Second Step Violence 

Protection, peer mediation, golf, Future Teachers, Girls in the Mirror, Garden 

Club, tutoring, Homework Clinic and Reality Check Drill Team. There is a  

social worker, psychologist, speech therapist and resource teacher.

Vernor 
Elementary     

13726 Pembroke 
313-494-7342 

 www.detroit.k12.mi.us/schools/school/367

School type: Public elementary
Grades: K–6
Students: 356	
Full time staff: 27
AYP status: met
Accreditation: B
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Mission/Vision: The mission of Peter Vetal School is to motivate 

and inspire its students to engage in learning daily, achieve to their 

maximum potential and pursue an education beyond high school  

level through a customer and data driven learning environment.

About Vetal Elementary 
Vetal is a fixture in the Brightmoor neighborhood with numerous community 

partnerships including the  Brightmoor Alliance and the University of Michigan.  

It serves students from primarily low-income families. WRESA assists teachers  

in Math, English Language and Special Ed. There is after-school tutoring for all 

grades and special science and reading tutorials for the early elementary grades.

More information
The Vetal art program introduces students to basic principles and techniques. 

There is also a music program. Parents are expected to monitor homework 

assignments. There is a Second Step Drug and Alcohol Prevention program. 

Mentoring is provided by U-M and the Detroit Urban League. The Brightstars 

early intervention program is in place.

Vetal 
Elementary       

14200 Westwood
313-852-0710

 www.detroit.k12.mi.us/schools/school/368

School type: Public elementary/middle  
Grades: PreK–8
Students: 581 
Full time staff: 40
AYP status: no
Accreditation: D-alert
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Mission/Vision: Commonwealth Community Development 

Academy shall challenge each student to succeed at his/her maximum 

potential in a safe and secure environment.  Academic and social 

excellence will be encouraged through effective instruction and 

cooperation between faculty, parents and students.

About Commonwealth Community  
Development Academy
Commonwealth serves a student population that is 96 percent at-risk.  

Achieving Adequate Yearly Progress has been a difficult and slow process.  

The core curriculum is supplemented by Success For All reading, Step Up  

to Writing and Everyday Mathematics. Commonwealth works with a host  

of community partners including the Success For All Foundation, Doeren  

and Mayhew Insurance, Target, National City Bank and Think Detroit/PAL.

More information
Technology is a big deal at Commonweath Academy and it is integrated 

throughout the school in the belief that it is an essential 21st-century educational 

tool. Most students participate in extended day programs which include after-

school tutoring, basketball, volleyball, track and field, cheerleading, choir, Junior 

ROTC and Drama Club.

Commonwealth 
Community 

13477 Eureka

313-366-9470

www.cwdacademy.com

School type: Charter elementary/middle 
Grades:  K–8
Students: 331
Full time staff: 34
AYP status: met
Accreditation: C
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Mission/Vision: Our vision is to produce students that are 

competitive on their academic achievement with skills that enable  

them to be a peer leader of today as well as in the future. In creating  

an environment that not only challenges but also educates students to 

higher levels of achievement, students will become more successful  

when in competition and working in a global society.

About Ann Arbor Trail Magnet 
Students come to Ann Arbor Trail from all over the city and economic 

backgrounds vary. Technology is big. Smartboards, Blackboards, iPods,  

Palm Pilots, calculators and CPS units are part of the instructional program. 

Connected Mathematics, Algebraic Thinking, Open Court, Corrective  

Reading, World Language, Global Science, Renaissance Reading and Diebels 

Assessment are among the programs supplementing the curriculum.

More information
A uniforms policy is in effect. Enrichment programs include Project SEED, 

Science Fair, Pennies for Leukemia, Book It, scouting and Book Mobile. The 

computer lab has 32 desktop machines. Ann Arbor Trail partners with the 

technology department at Lawrence Tech and has a stellar record in robotics 

competition. Middle school students take art or band.

Ann Arbor  
Trail Magnet    

7635 Chatham
313-274-8560

www.detroit.k12.mi.us/schools/school/005

School type: Public 
Grades: PreK–8
Students: 466
Full time staff: 34  
AYP status: met
Accreditation: C
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	 66.7	 46.4	 66.7
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MEAP 2007–08

	 76.4	 51.4	 62.5

Mission/Vision: The mission of Golightly Educational Center states 

that our entire staff holds the expectation that all students will learn, 

achieve high academic standards and become responsible and resourceful.  

Our school’s main purpose is to educate our students while developing a 

caring and artistic attitude that fosters a love of learning.

ABOUT GOLIGHTLY EDUCATIONAL CENTER 
GEC’s location in the heart of the Cultural Center permits it to share partnerships 

with Wayne State University and the College for Creative Studies. The school has 

grown in the past several years and test scores have gone up, also. Middle school 

classes are platooned and electives include Physical Education, Art, Vocal and 

Music, Computer Technology and Ballroom Dancing.

More information
Baldridge concepts are in use to help students become responsible for their own 

learning. Open Court and Prentice Hall reading assist in literacy. Peer tutoring 

monitored by individual teachers is in place. There is a Summer Learning 

Academy and after-school tutoring. Extra-curriculars include Academic  

Games, robotics, cheerleading, basketball and an Artistically Gifted and  

Talented program.

Golightly  
Ed. Center       

5536 St. Antoine
313-494-2538

  www.detroit.k12.mi.us/schools/school/015

School type: Public elementary/middle 
Grades: PreK–8
Students: 710 
Full time staff: 49
AYP status: met
Accreditation: B
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Mission/Vision: The mission of Detroit Premier Academy is:  

To better educate more children. The vision of Detroit Premier Academy  

is: Challenging each child to achieve.

About Detroit Premier Academy
Premier Academy uses a college-bound approach to teach core content knowledge 

within a structured academic environment. Premier believes that parents are 

almost as important as teachers and encourages parents to take an active role. 

There is a moral focus at the school reinforcing such virtues as integrity, wisdom, 

courage and respect. The curriculum is organized around learning exemplars 

where struggling students get more help and high-performing students are 

challenged.

More information
Nine paraprofessionals assist teachers in the classroom and two specialists 

provide small group and one-on-one instruction. Extra-curricular activities 

include: Art Club, peer mediation, Brother to Brother and Sister to Sister 

mentoring programs, choir, etiquette, basketball, cheerleading, arts and  

crafts, yearbook, Step Team, music, dance and martial arts. 

Detroit Premier  
Academy     

7781 Asbury Park 
313-945-1472 

 www.detroitpremier.heritageacademies.com

School type: Charter elementary/middle 
Grades: K–8
Students: 717	
Full time staff: 57
AYP status: met
Accreditation: B
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	 69.1	 49.6	 64.2
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Mission/Vision: The mission of the Michigan Technical Academy, 

6-8, is to provide a nurturing, structured environment where all students 

will be empowered through a well-rounded education, emphasizing 

academic excellence, social skills and moral character.

About Michigan Technical Academy 
MTA opened in 1995 as an elementary and gradually grew to PreK–12 with  

four campuses. Excellence is measured in the areas of academics, behavior 

and character. MTA has achieved AYP for the last three years and qualified 

students are eligible for “Advance Paced” classes, where they are challenged  

by more difficult work and concepts. Spanish language, Art, Music, Phys-ed 

and computer science are offered as electives.

More information
There is a Spanish Club, Newspaper Club, Yearbook Club, Drama Club, 

Science Club, Science Fair, “Family Connection Nights” and Junior  

National Honor Society. There are health services, sports, cheerleading,  

Math Whiz-ZARRDS, tutoring, peer mediation, summer school and  

dropout prevention programs. 

Michigan 
Technical     

19780 Meyers
313-864-0595

www.mtacademy.us

School type: Charter
Grades: PreK–12
Students: 273
Full time staff: 23  
AYP status: met
Accreditation: C
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	 64.6	 32.3	 63.6

Foreign Language 
Immersion and  
Cultural Studies 
School

67
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MME 2007–08Mission/Vision: At Cass Technical High School our philosophy  

is grounded in providing a balanced education. Whereas cognitive 

intelligence is our highest priority, we also regard intuition, imagination, 

artistic creativity, physical expression, and performance as other 

intelligences that contribute significantly to the development of  

the full human potential of our students.

About Cass Technical High
Cass Tech was established in 1861 and is a preferred destination school for those 

seeking a college-prep education. Cass offers eleven advanced placement courses 

including language composition, history, chemistry, calculus and physics. 

Standardized test scores are consistently above DPS averages. Students are 

required to maintain a 2.5 grade point average to stay enrolled. Cass has been 

twice recognized as a Blue Ribbon school by the U.S. Department of Education.

More information
Music is a big and award-winning part of Cass Tech. There is a concert choir, vocal 

jazz ensemble, men’s Glee Club, women’s Chorale, the city’s only Harp and Vocal 

Ensemble, jazz band and a marching band that has performed at venues 

throughout the country. The long list of famous alumni includes Academy Award 

winning actress Ellen Burstyn, automaker John DeLorean, singer/actress Diana 

Ross, and Oscar and Emmy winning actress Lily Tomlin.

Cass Technical 
High       
2501 Second 

313-263-2000
  www.detroit.k12.mi.us/schools/school/510

School type: Public high school 
Grades: 9–12
Students: 2,122 
Full time staff: 127
AYP status: met
Accreditation: A
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	 71.9	 52.1	 64.7

Cass Technical High



 
 

Elementary Schools
1)  Blackwell Institute

2)  Campbell Elementary School

3)  Christ the King School

4)  Duffield School

5)  Emerson Elementary School

6)  Harding Elementary School

7)  Joy Preparatory Academy

8)  Most Holy Trinity School

9)  Oakland International Academy

10)  Sherrill School

11)  Timbuktu Academy of Science  

and Technology

Middle Schools 
12)  Allen Academy

13)  Carver School

14)  Detroit Academy of Arts & Sciences

15)  Detroit Midtown Academy

16)  Hutchins School

17)  Joy Preparatory Academy

18)  Law School

19)  Timbuktu Academy of Science  

and Technology

20)  Vetal School

 

Other Good 
Schools

High Schools
21)  Aisha Shule/WEB Dubois Prep School

22)  Cesar Chavez Academy High School

23)  Ford High School

24)  Osborn University High School

25)  Winans, Marvin Academy

26)  Detroit Urban Lutheran
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The Skillman Foundation

Tonya Allen, vice president of program

Kristen McDonald, senior program officer, education

Marie Colombo, senior program officer, knowledge management

Tamalon Overton, program associate

Simonne E. Searles, administrative assistant

William Hanson, director of communications & technology

Dorrian McGhee, communications manager

Laura Healy, web consultant

Paul Engstrom, photographic consultant 

Catherine Lisa Stein, editorial consultant

MSU GOOD SCHOOLS RESOURCE CENTER

Barbara Markle, executive director, and  

      assistant dean for K–12 outreach programs

Shirley Jackson, co-director

Gloria Waters, co-director

Jeffrey A. Radwanski, data manager

Kathy Horn, design consultant

Tom Schram, editorial consultant

http://msugoodschoolsdetroit.org/

National Advisers

Sharon Lewis, education consultant

Sharif M. Shakrani, professor and director, Education Policy Center  

at Michigan State University

Mary Ann Millsap, EdD, and education consultant

Ed Joyner, EdD, retired Yale University professor

2009 Good Schools Guide

Marvin Winans Academy
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All photos, unless noted, by Paul Engstrom/Skillman Foundation



F O U N D A T I O N

A voice for Detroit children since 1960
100 Talon Centre Drive

Suite 100
Detroit, MI  48207

Phone: 313.393.1185
www.skillman.org

Follow us:

Twitter:      @skillmanfound
YouTube.com/skillmanfoundation

Chrysler Elementary

Paul Engstrom
/Skillm

an Foundation




